Massive Childhood Traumain Film: Our Children (Undzere Kinder).

Poland 1948 68 Minutes B& W Yiddish with New English Subtitles

This was the IPA (and Brazilian) premiere of the Misldish language movie produced in post-
war PolandUndzere Kinder (Our Children), featuring the comedians Dzigan and Shumacher.
Part stylish expressionist docu-drama, part melancholieedgit is the account of a group of
Jewish child survivors, played by children residents oHaRnowek orphanage who retell their
ordeal to the great distress of the however well-tidaad adult world. The film is emblematic
for many issues we are faced with when confronted witheléss, unspeakable and
unrepresentable horror, our world after Auschwitz, withi& confines of the consulting room,
and without. Undzere Kinder, part of a handful of earlyt{&8®ah movies, was first to confront
the issue of whether remembering the mass murder o$ @esiple, as opposed to repressing
these memories, is therapeutic. Further, by its natsrarstic creation, the film questions
whether the Shoah can be the subject of artistic rgeptation.

A theme that was explored together from a psychoandlyticdormed perspective was the
transgenerational impact of the Shoah. How will chitdseich as those depicted in the movie
who experienced the ultimate separation from theirniareheir culture, even their language
raise their own children? How will they experience mative separations such as their
children’s individuation etc. And, similarly to the aduitsthe movie who flee the orphanage,
that ‘House of Nightmares’ the next morning, who wanrd get, do not want to know the recent
past, how do we as psychoanalysts treating victimsasisive trauma deal with the continuous

threat of being overwhelmed by that which is overwhelming?
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The film met with great interest by an audience fromcahtinents and backgrounds and
stimulated an engaged and meaningful debate leading to mtichsmsm for continuing the

discussion at the next IPA, as well as the interim.
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