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Shimon Redlich

BETWEEDN BISTORY AND BIOGRAPEY:
MEMORIES FROM POSTWAR LODZ

I left Lodz for Israel as a bay of 14, in early 1950 and returned to Poland
after 37 years, in the spring of 1987. I was staying mainly in Warsaw. One
day I travelied with my friend Karol to Lodz. Tt was easter Monday, a grey,
cold and drizzly morning. I distinctly remembered all those years the location
of the house where we have lived in Lodz after the War, I often thought
and even dreamt about that house on the corner of Gdadska and 1 Maja.
The street was now completely deserted. Nothing but dilapidated buildings
and dark-gray courtyards. The sight was depressing. When I approached “my”
house, I became dizzy and experienced an eerie sense of being catapulted
back in time. I started checking the list of tenants, as if expecting to find
somebody I had known there almost four decades earlier. I did the same
thing in a neighboring building where friends of ours used %o live. A group
of teenagers was standing farther back in, the courtyard. Suddenly, I was all
wet. A bucketful of ice-cold water was running down my neck. I was instantly
hurled back into postwar Lodz. I was being chased by Polish teenagers. I sensed
fear. Karol apologized and reminded me of the age-old Polish custom of “wet
Easter Monday.” Still, 1 could not overcome a sense of terror, humiliation
and rage. I related the “Lodz incident” in the first chapter of my book Together
aend Apart in Brzezany, dealing with my childhood in Brzezany and with my
return to Poland and Ukraine.!

My Lodz project intends to resonstruct my intimate, personal past as well as
the wider historical context of the early postwar years in Lodz. I would like to
use the approach which proved quite successful in my Brzezany project: to
combine three major elements: historian’s conventional sources such as archives,
periodicals and mernoirs; oral history, i.e. interviews with persons who lived in
Lodz in the early postwar years; and autobiographical materials. Wilhelm
Dichter, whose literary talent surpasses my abilities, described his life as a child
in eastern Galicia during the War and as a youngster in postwar Warsaw.?
I would like to emulate him in my ewn way. What will follow is a few short
fragments and impressions of postwar Lodz. T am still at the stage of collecting
information and contemplating the strueture of what I hope to result in a hook.

' 3h. Redlich, Together and Apart in Breezany: Poles, Jews and Ukrainians, 1919-1945,
Indiana UP 2002, pp. 9-10. :

® W. Dichter, Kori Pana Boga, Rrakéw 2000; idem, Szkola bezboznikow, Krakow 1099,
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